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ey~ We regret to learn that Mr. Sollers, of
Maryland, is still uoable, from continued indis-
position, to appear ia his seat in the Mouse of
Representatives.

THE GAS WORKS.

Being impartial, we publish this morning
a communication which was furnished us by
an officer of the Gas Company of this city, in
auswer to our article s few days ago. We
have not time or space to reply to it at present,
nor do we think it necessary to do so, further
than to rgpeat that we hear on all sides com-
plaints against the company and the monop-
oly it enjoys. We wish to do justice, and to
have matters of public concern thoroughly
scrutinized; and having entered into the busi-
uess, we do not mean to stop withoat reason.

PUBLIC PRINTING.

Thus far we bave said nothing in respect to
the printing of Congress. One of the publish-
ers of this paper having been elected printer
to the Senate, we thought that silence was
most becoming. But matters and things cal-
culated to perplex and mislead were brought
forward in the debate of Thursday in the
Senate on Mr. Badger's amendment to the de-
ficieney bill, which provides that hereafter the
printing ordered by each house shall be exe-
cuted by the printer of the house ordering it.

By the seventh section of the act of 1852, it
is provided that “when any document shall be
ordered to be printed by both Houses of Con-
gress, the entire printing of such document
shall be done by the printer of that house
which first ordered the same.” The inconve-
nience and annoyanee which this provision oc
casioned has been very great, whilst it opens
the door wide to injustice, oppression, and in-
trigue.

Each house of Congress should have the con-
trol of the printing ordered by it, and legiti-
mate nuthority over the person elected to per-
form the work. Under the force of these ideas,
Mr. Badger moved his amendment, which gives
the printing of each house to its own officer,
and requires the superintendent of public print-
ing to make an equal distribution of the print-
ing of the executive departments between the
two printers.

This reasonable, proper, and even necessary
amendment is attacked, on the ground that it
would increase the expense of the public print-
ing by a large amount. This attack has no
valid and substantial foundation.

The seventh section of the law of 1852, after
the words we have just quoted from it, proceeds
as follows : “ And, whenever the same person
or the same firm shall be printer for both houses
of Congress, and both houses shall order the
same document to be printed within three weeks
of the same time, composition shall be charged
but once for said document.”

By this clause of the law, it would seem that
double composition can be charged whenever
there are two printers. But it has been deter-
mined, as we understand, that when there are
two printers, and one of them prints a docu-
ment for both houses, then guo ad that docu-
ment, there is but one printer for both houses,
and only single composition can be charged.
We have never yet and do not now contest that
determination. But, yielding up this point as
foreign to our present object, we will now ex-
amine the ground on which the assertion is
based that a large expense will be oecasioned
by the adoption of Mr. Badger's amendment,
only remarking in advance that a trifling ex-
pense should not hinder the right and prevent
legitimate action.

It will be seen, by reference to the quotation
we have already made from the law, that, when
there is only ome printer for the two houses,
double composition on a document ordered by
the two houses can be legally charged unless the
orders of the two houses are made within thres
weeks of each other. The reason of that limi-
tation is plain, and the reason is this: The gov-
ernment did not wish to pay a printer for com-
posing a document fivice, when he composed it
only once; but, at the same time, the govern-
ment could not, with any show of justice, re-
quire & printer to keep his type standing for
au indefinite length of time. It was therefore

determined that three weeks should be the limit;
=0 that the law presumes that, after that time,
the printer has 10 pay for double composition,
and should be paid donble composition by the
government. With this explanation, we think
that what follows may be readily understood.

The Superintendent of Publie Printing, in

hiy letter which wus read by Mr, Hamlin in

contend that the two parts of that document
does now, as it always has, constitute one re-
port, being onlydivided for convenience, like the
President’s message and accompanying docu-
ments, so that double composition cannot be
charged. This will require a deduction of
$1,200, leaving enly $5,569 of the estimate.

True, if it should be decided that the report
shall be divided into two documents, then the
$700 additional must be paid by the govern-
ment, and only in that event.

As to the other documents mentioned, they
have all been ordered and disposed of, and no
proposed enactment will affect their cost; so
that, as far as they are concerned, the govern-
ment ean lose nothing doring the present ses-
gion. But we must say, whilst making this
statement, that there are some unimportant
documents which both houses may probably
order, but they will amount merely to a trifle.
Congress can, however, control the whole mat-
ter. It can make its composition cost what it
pleases—a million of dollars, if it chooses. We
however reason from the past.

Looking to the next session, the calculations
of the superintendent may be more reliable, if
the Compendium of the Census and the expense
of dividing the Patent Office Report be de-
ducted.

OUR VARIED POPULATION--NATIVE
AND ADOPTED CITIZKNS.

The productions of our country are not more

varied than the character of our population.

That population is, perhaps, more than that of
uny country on the globe, remarkable for a di-

versity of race, language, manners, and pur-

suits. The millions of the Old World crowded

almost to suffocation, and pushed, many of
them, to the very brink of starvation, come an-

nually to our shores, where enterprise com-

mands ample remuneration and industry com-

pensating retarns. They left countries where

there is scarcely room for graves in which to

bury their dead, to come to one whose vast ex-

tent and deep recesses have scarcely been ex-

plored by the most active adventurers. Nor is

it likely that the tide of emigration will dimin-

ish. The likelihood, on the contrary, is that, as

communication is increased between China,

Japan, and the Asiatic countries that have

80 long lain buried in isolated seclusion, emi-
gration from those countries will even outstrip

that from the European countries which have

hitherto supplied us with the uneeded popula-
tion. We have land; they have people. An

exchange is thus made. They are foreigners ;
they become uaturalized. They have children,
Their children are native-born Americans,
with American sympathies, views, and prinei-
ples. ' In one generation the Irishman or the
Dutchman is merged in the American. Every.
thing that can safely be done by our statesmen
and law-makers to facilitate this result, and to
bind adopted and native citizens together in
one great brotherhood, with the same feelings
interests, and destinies, should be done; and

the efforts of our statesmen and law-makers

should be seconded by those who come from

distant lands to seek homes in this new coun-

try. How can this be done?

It cannot be done by onerous and oppressive

legislation ; nor is it at all probable that such

legislation will ever occur. Norcanit be done,

if the foreigners who come to dwell amongst us
studiously keep alooof from our people, slight
our habits and customs, neglect to acquire our
language, and keep wilfully ignorant of our
laws and institutions. It cannot be done, if
they form separate national organizations, and
make them auxiliary to like organizations in
the countries from which they come. It can-
uot be done, if their children are taught to
cherish European traditions, ideas, and political
principles, and to neglect, if not to despise,
those that belong to our country. It cannot
be done, if they shall seek to keep up a dis-
tinction—a wall of separation between them.
selves and our people. Nor can it be done, if,
(a8 we were informed was not long since the
ense in one of the northern cities,) banded to-
gether as distinct races, they march through
the crowded streets of our large cities, with
drums beating, colors flying, and muskets
loaded. Such proceedings are calculated to
aronse a national prejudice against them.
They first atiract attemtion, then awake cen-
sure, and finally lead to attack.

The natural consequence of such proceed-
ings is, that native American citizens, restless,
active, sensitive, and with more patriotism than
prudence, will get up antagonistic associations
and processions. They will cultivate a spirit
of enmity towards foreigners. Members of
these rival associations, as they meet, will be
apt to get into disputes, quarrels, and fights.
Each party will beat up recruits, and the
difficulty may so extend as to implicate all the
members of both organizations. Rows, mobs,
street fights, and public disturbances of all
sorts will be the natural results.

If two sach organized and armed bands,
with their national animosities excited, were
o encounter each other in the streets of one
of our large cities, the consequences, not only
to the parties concerned, bus to the whole
population, would he most disastrous and de-
plorable.

It is in view of these results that may occur—
indeed that, to some extent, have occurred—

the Senate during the debate of the 30th, makes

it appear that a fair estimate would give

$15,000 as the additional cost of printing aris-

ing from a division of the work. This is the

basis of his estimate :
The following is n list of the principal documents ordered
o be printed by botk ) f G st th

session, 1o tils
comporition slone

o BYEES e P
date, with their real or estimated cost for

;\-b.qf (ot of
Mersage of the President of the United "
States, sud nccom

ying documents....] 938 $2,466 00

latter from Auditor, relstive to
Indian disbursements ......................... 562 1,001 00

R of the Becretary of the Treasury un
the 284 502 00
L W0 1,800 00

P . 0 T
Agricnltural . (] T00 3
Compendium of the Heventh Censun, (n

[ | PRSI R S WA T S 400 1500 00
458,200 00

We will begin with the last item, the “ Com-
pendium of the Census,” which is charged at
$1,500. Now, this is not an annual document ;
for it is printed but once in fen years. Besides,
double composition will be paid for it under the
present law, for three times three weeks have
elapsed since the first order. Deduet this, and
the deduction leaves just 8,269,

1

that we venture to make thegg remarks. This
great country, including thirtf-one States, sav-
eral organized Territories, and a vast area
of unformed, unorganized territory, is large
enough for all our population, however differ.
ent in origin, language, and character. By
prudence, circumspection, and the vbservance
of the common duties that men owe to one
another, all difficulties may be avoided. We
all stand under the emblazoned folds of the
American flag; we all breathe American air;
our hopes, our interests, our destinies, are the
same. Our children will be of the same lan-
gunge, the same soil, the same name,

Foreigners who come here and dwel] under

THE STEAM-FRIGATE BILL--NAVAL
c .

The message of the President of the United

States to the Comgress now in session con-
tains the following recommendation: “I am
fally satisfied that the navy of the United
States is not in a condition of strength sud
efficiency commensurate with the magnitade
of our commercial and other interests, and
commend to your especial attention the sug-
gestions on this subject, made by the Secre-
tary of the Navy,"
The report of the Secretary of the Navy, to
which the President thus refers, after showing
by incontestable facts and irrefutable argu-
ments that an increase of our navy is neces:
sary, and that steam is the great agent to be
used on the ocean, as well for purposes of war
as of commerce, makes the following rccom-
mendations: “1 recommend, therefore, that
the department be authorized to have cou-
structed at loast six first-class steam-propel-
lers.” The Secretary also suggests, in his re-
port, the policy of making the appropriations
at an early day, to enable the department to
build them with despatch.

This subject has for some time occupied the
attention of the Naval Committee of the House
of Representatives. That committee consists
of the following gentlemen: T. 8. Bocock,
(chairman,) M. Macdonald, G. W, Chase, W,
8. Ash, T. B. Florence, F. R. Zollicoffer, C.
Skelton, A, H. Colquitt, and A. R. Sollers.

This committee set in to work very industri-
ously, early in the session; and, inaccordance with
the recommendations of the enlightened and ex-
cellent Secretary of the Navy, reported a bill
for the construction of six steam-frigates of the
first class. This bill has from time to time been
taken up and considered. It has met with
some opposition. Many amendments were of-
fered when it came upon its passage (Friday)
in Committee of the Whole, but all the amend-
ments were rejected.

The bill was then reported to the Housein
the form that it was originally introduced, pro-
viding for the construction of six first-class
steam-frigates, with screw propellers, and pro-
perly armed and equipped for the service ; said
vessels and machinery to be built by coutract,
or at the government navy yards, as the Secre-
tary of the Navy may think advisable ; and for
these purposes, as well as for altering, comple-
ting, and launching the frigates Santee and Sa-
bine, three millions of dollars are appropri-
ated.

The bill was then passed by a vote of 113
yeas, 43 nays.

The Naval Committee have labored faithfully
to earry out their own enlightened views and
those of the Secretary of the Navy. The chair-
man, Mr. Bocock, has shown himself to be ad-
mirably fitted for the important and responsi-
ble position he holds. His efforts and his
speeches cannot fuil to increase the already
high estimate that the country hasof his ability.
We do not believe that any measure can pass
throngh Congress that will be more universally
acceptable to the country than the bill to which
we refer. :

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE.

Being desirous to promote the interests of
the city, we republish the following article from
the New York Mirror, descriptive -of the pro-
position of Mr. Russ to constract n promenade

in the centre of Pennsylvania avenue. When
we have an opportunity to consider this pro-
position carefully, and .look to other plans of
improvement which have been brought for-
ward having similar objects, we will renew the
subject in our columns, ‘

“Rus(s) 1v Urse."—Mr. Horace P. Russ,
to whose energy and enterprise this city is
indebted for the noble pavement on’ its
great thoroughfare, proposes an improvement
for Pennsylvania avenve, Washington, which
would render that magnificent artery of the
national capital the most imposing and beau-
tiful street in the world; the improvement
Protroaed in the national promenade, to be laid
in dinmond marble through the centre of the
avenue, extending from the Capitol to the Pre-
sident's mansion—distance about two miles, *

Pennsylvania avenue, from curb to curb, is
180 feet in width, with a promenade of 20 feet,
sueh as is proposed,would leave on either side
a carringe-way of 44 feet, being four feet wider
than Broadway. The cost of sueh a promen-
ade would be about $40,000, and it is intended
if this superb improvement should be adopted,
to plant the sides of the promenade with the
most beautiful shade trees. Washington has
all the natural advantages for making it the
grandest capital in the world. A city of “mag-
nificent distances,” admirably laid out, it only
requires the hand of art and taste to perfect it
by decoration, until Paris, with its Bowlevards,
Berlin with its Linden-Strasse, and Havana
with its Fuseo, wil dwindle into insignificance
in & comparison.

The first great step towards such perfection
will be the creation of the proposed national
promenade, with its embowering lines of orna-
mental trees; transforming the noblest of
avenues, and a portion of the noblest of capi-
tals, into & gloriouns Rus in urbe—a veritable
country in the city. Let the national capital
be embellished ; its importance, its character,
its necessities, and a proper national pride, de-
mand that Washington shall be made as grand
and beautiful as is possible to art. We have,
in our sanctum, a lithograph representing the
proposed promenade; and in our mind's eye we
can already see stately senators, courtlly am-
bassadors, gay women, and merry children,
lhronﬁing its marble way. May our vision be
speedily realized. 5

* Actual distance about one mile and a half —FEps. Sexr.
—————— el

MAGAZINES FOR APRIL.

Col. Shillington has, with his customary
kindness, lsid on our table the most popular
monthiies, comprising the Kinckerbocker, Har-
pers', Graham, and Godey's.

Tae KNICKERBOCKER, as is always the case,
eomes teeming with literary treasures. This
magnzine we have greeted with gladness for
fifteen years, and it is not the less valued on
account of the antiquity of our acquaintance,
but every issue serves to strengthen the tie of
friendship between us. Among its contents
are: “Skull and Bone Sketches;” * Passion
Flowers;” “Things Remembered ;" “Gipsies of
Art;" “My Duel with Captain Elliot," &c.

Among the dishes of the “ Editor’s Table,"

our protecting goverament owe much ty y
We, on the other hand, owe much to foreigners.
They have aided us in our wars; have furnish-
ed us, in their descendants, with some of our
most eminent patriots and statesmen; and have
made our “ wilderness blossom as the rose.”
Our duties are reeiprocal. This we are sure
of, that our foreign population have nothing to
spprebend from the mative population, so long
ws they bear themselves as American citizens,
aud seek 10 become yet more completely incor.
porated and identified with us.

Going up the list, we next find the Patent

L

)

we find extracts and remarks on a “Thanksgiv-
ing Sermon,” by the Rev. Dr. Smith, before the
President’'s Mounted Guard. Mr. Clark thinks
it presents & singular medley of horses, mad-
men, blind men, cartridge, band, and ballot-
boxes; and so0 do we,

Hanrens' Nuw Moty opens with an
arrticle on “Travels in New Mexico,” at this
time P;;::iﬂlr interesting to American read-
e e descriptive sketches are
deservedly popular with the reading eo;':;i::

erny’s novel of “The Newcomes” are con-
tinued, , * Blanchetie” a fairy tale; “ Acces-
sion ofthe Emperor Nicholag," and W
Uncle was a Bachelor,” are among ifs.
Gmanan continues Headloy's “ Life of W
ington,” beautifully illustrated ; “ Benice Ath-
erfon, or Spring in the Mountains ;" “Aspen
Court,” continued ; “ Homely Alice;"” # Art;”
* Artists of America,” &c., with much good and
original poetry.

Gopey's presents many plates of seasonable
fushions, instructions in drawings and em-
broidery, with much original prose and poe-
try, peculiarly adapted to the “proper sphere

of woman.”

We have received from the publishers the
ProrLe's Joursat, for April. This work, we
learn, is getting an enormous circulation. This
number is equal to any of the former issues, of
which we have spoken in terms commensurate
with its usefulness.

The Propre's Jourvar has now completed
its first volume. It is an illustrated record of
agriculture, mechanics, science, and useful
knowledge, published monthly. Every num-
ber contains thirty-two large pages of letter-
press, beautifully printed on fine paper, and
profusely illustrated with engravings ; forming,
at the end of each year, two splendid volumes,
comprising about four hundred pages, and
adorned with upwards of five hundred engrav-
ings, the entire subscription cost being only
one dollar. It can be found at Shillington’s.

De Bow's Review,—We acknowledge also
the receipt from Mr. Franck Taylor of the April
number of Professor De Bow’s admirable Re-
view. It contains some very interesting arti-
cles. For variety and attractiveness, it is per-
haps the best number that has ever fallen under
our eye,

Washington’s Fisherman and Hunter.

From Custis's “Recollections and Private
Memoirs of the Life and Character of Washing-
ton,” we extract the following :

“ Washington ceased to be a sportsman afier
1787, when he gave up the hunting establish-
ment. True, he bred the blood horse and a
favorite colt of his, named Magnolia, was en-
tered and run for a purse; but this was more
to encourage the breeding of fine horses than
from any attachment to the sports of the turf.
All the time that he could spare for active ex-
ercise in his latter days was devoted to riding
about his farm and inspecting his improve-
ments. In this he was ably assisted by several
of his stewards and managers, who were Euro-
peans, and who had brought from their own
countries habits of industry and a knowledge
of improved agriculture and rural affairs ; so
that, had the furmer of Mount Vernon been
spared but a few years longer, his estate would
have exhibited a series of model farms, exam-
ples to neighboring improvers and to the coun-
try at large.

“Mount Vernon in the olden time, was cele-
brated for the luxuries of the table. The fields,
the forest, and the river, each in their respec-
tive seasons, furnished the most abundant re-
sources for good living. Among the pictu-
resque objects on the Potomac to be seen {rom
the eustern portico of the mansion-house, was
the light canoe of Father Jack, the fisherman
to the establishment. Father Jack was an Af-
rican negro, & hundred years of age; and al-
though greatly enfeebled in body by such a
vast weight of years, his mind possessed un-
common vigor. And he would tell of days
long pust, of Afric's clime, and of Afric’'s wars,
in which he (of course the son of a king) was
made captive, and of the terrible battle in which
his royal sire was slain, the village consigned
to the flames, and he to the slave-ship,

“ Father Jack possessed in an eminent de-
gree the leading quality of all his race, som-
nolency. By looking through a spy-glass you
would see the old fisherman, %ent nearly double,
enjoying a nap, which which was only dis-
turbed by the hard jerking of the white perch
that became entangled by his hook.

“ But the slurbers of Father Jack were oc-
casionally attended by some inconvenience,
The domestic duties at Mount Vernon were
governed by clock time. Now, the cook re.
quired that the fish should be forthcoming at a
certain period, so that they might be served
smoking on the 'board precisely at 3 o'clock.
He would repair to the river bank, and make
the accustomed signals; but, alas, there would
be no response; and the old fisherman was
seen quietly reposing in his canoe, rocked Ly
the gentle undulations of the stream, and
dreaming no doubt of events ‘long time ago.’
The unfortunate artist of the culinary depart.
ment, grown furious by delay, would now rush
down te the water's edge, and, by dint of loud
shouting, at length the canoe would be seen to
turn to the shore. Father Jack, indignant at
its being even supposed that he was asleep on
his boat, would rate those present on his landing
with ‘what you all meck such a debil of a noise
for, hey; I want sleep, only noddin.'

“Poor Fdger Jack! No more at early
dawn will he be seen,as with withered arms he
paddled his light canoe on the broad surface
of the Potomae, to retarn with the finny spoils
and boat of famous fish taken ‘on his own
hook.! His canoe has long sinee rotted on
the shore, his paddle hangs idly in his cabin
his ‘occupation’s gone,’ and father Jack, the
old fisherman of Mount Vernon, ‘sleeps the
sleep that knows no waking.’

“ A hunter too was attached to the house-
hold establishment. Tom Davis and his great
Newfoundland dog, Gunner, were as important
charncters in the department for furnishin
game and wild fowl as Father Jack in that 0?
fish. So vast were the numbers of the can-
vass-back duck on the Potomac in the ancient
time, that a single discharge of Tom Davis's
old British musket would procure as many of
those delicious birds as would supply the larder

for a week.”
e et A e

gay~We extract the following article from the
_editorial columns of the New York Zhnes. It
contains matter of interest to the general
reader :

Womaxry Sraristics.—“The ladies” is
the unfailing toast at every dinmer; “ they are
the first and best teachers of our children.”
Men never get toasted in the general. Nobody
drinks their health; nobody says: “God bless
them.” Bingly—one or two at a time—those
who have !Eught great battles, made good
bouks, been promoted to high offices, are drunk
with the honors. Men never grumble at this
omission ; the ladies are very apt to pout ahout
theirs, as if this nominal recognition of their
worth were a kind of labored apology for some
previous neglect. Nature has & way of check-

ing and balancing which succeeds in keeping
pretty nearly equal classes that would other-
wise get the advantage of each other. The

whale drinks down whole schools of little float-
ing jusects at n draught; but were the great
crowd of suffering insects into con-
vention, there is no doubt would out-
weigh, iay tons, all the whales that spout in all
the sess. The magic of numbers makes them
superior to their monstrons enemies and to
outweigh them, So (the ladies will pardon us)
nature generally equalizes the gexes by mak-
ing the females outnumber the males, who are
stouter, vainer, and presumptoous enough to

ty. “The History of Bonaparte” and Thack-

Massachusetts has thitbeen thecase. Last year
i was an exception, But

_ wﬁ‘bﬁ"%.?ﬂ males living, The
males avoid our late unseasonable labor, our
heavy suppers, and hard drinking; they escape
our aecidents, and the thowsand perils which
beset the path only of an outdoor laboring pop-
ulation. In this way, spite of their few births,
thR generally outnumber us on the census.
Fifty years ago,> and now, in Great Britain,
there are thirty-one living females to thirty
males, and 50 many of our sex are away to the
wars, treading the climbing the mast, and
mmit;-ﬁein forecastles, that in the United King-
doms there were twenty-one females at home
to twenty males. The disparity in the sexes
at home is still greater in Scotland, where,
when the sexes mean to be properly represent-
ed at E&ulheti , there are fifty-five females to
every iftymen, Accordingtothe censusof Great
Britain in 1851, there was to be found at the
barracks one female for every five males. At
the work-houses the sexes were about equally
represented, there being about 55,786 of each.
In the prisons, the males were nearly three to
one of the females, being but 6,366 of the latter
in them all, “ We are iorn to go astray,” but
not in pairs. Inthe commission of crime there
is but one female in every company of four
rogues, Females were in the majority in the
lunatic asylums, there being 11,261 of them,
and 9,753 of the sterner sex. Life's troubles
fall so fast—faster upon them than upon us—
we do not wonder tgt more of them are de-
prived of reason. Theirs is & more delicate or-
ganization. Watts speaks of man as “a h

of a thousand strings.” Woman has at least a
dozen added strings ; the music she makes re-
i{um at least that additional number of leger
ines,

We should suppose that the hospitals would
show an excess of female inmates, But there
we are mistaken, The males are 5,893, the
females 5,754 ; and, in other charitable insti-
tutions the males were nearly fifty per cent.
more numerous than the females. So these
light e]iipars stand stormy seas better than
your old hulks, and are more likely to gain an
uﬁin% while the latter are being towed into
port for repairs.

But, strangely endugh, our late census
makes an excess of males in the United States.
Of whites, between the ages of 16 and 20,
and between the ages of 70 and 100, the
females are in the majority. At other ages,
the males exceed. In 1800, there were here
100 males to 95.3 females ; in 1850, 100 males
to 95, So the other sex is increasing upon ours,
though they are not yet up to the British ratio,
It behooves us all to be respectful to them;
they may master us yet.

Communicated,

For the Washinglon RBentinel.
Wasminerox, March 30, 1854,

Messrs. Eprtons: An editorial in the Senti-
nel of this morning, in relation to the Washing-
ton Gas-light Company, thoughungenerous and
illiberal, demands perhaps some notice from the
managers of the company,

Why the company should at this time e as-
sailed, and the particular object in view, are in-
quiries naturally arising in the mind of the
reader, but which the article in question does
not answer.

Repeated assertions are made that com-
plaints frequent and almost unanimous are
made against the Gas Company,and you declare
that your judgment sustains them. ~ What are
those complaints? It is the duty of the super-
intendent to attend to the practical operations
of the company, and he is not aware of any
grievance being overlooked which has been
brought to his notice. Nor is he or any one
else concerned in the management cognizant
of any general dissatisfaction among the very
numerous consnmers with whom he is regularly
and frequently brought in contact. On the
coutrary, from the pressing demands for gy
light in all parts of the city, reiterated with an
urﬁancy unparalleled an
ability of the company to keep pace with the
demand, the inference is unavoida ly otherwise,

But “some persons are not satisfied,” and
two grounds of their dissatisfaction are stated:
first, “ that the leakage from their pipes is al-
most alwaysoffensive on Pennsylvania avenue;”
and, secondly, “the iron pipes along said
avenue were wrongfully given to the gas com-

any.” Of course, from the nmiture of the

usiness, leakage will happen at times from a
variety of causes, in spite of exertions to the
contrary ; but it is an entire misapprehension
to suppose that any leakage is suffered to ex-
ist, or-has actually exiuwﬁ, for any length of
time longer than what is required to effect a
remedy. Self-interest, self-preservation, requires
the most speedy deliverance from such an evil,
particularly while the company is paying, as
at this season, $12 and $14 per ton for gas
coal. The offensive odors on some parts of
the avenue, as was found recently near Third
street on a careful examination, are created b
other causes. It is not known that there is
any leakage of importance at the present time,
from any part of the whole twenty-three miles
of pipe in the city belonging to the company.

‘he old pipes along parts of Pennsylvania
avenue were nol given to the company, ad'al-
leged. They were bought and paid for liberally
by the company, some three years since ; have
been mostly removed from their old locality;
and such as were found suitable have been
laid in less important streets—a measure indis-
pensable in its inception, and of unquestion-
able benefit to the government, and to the city.
What were the facts? °

At the period referred to, when new works

tion of the city generally, the only pipes in the
avenue, between the Capitol lnlili’mident’n
house, were of fourdnch bore only, just ahout
sufficient, if in good condition, for the use of
these two structures and the intermediate street
lamps. But they were nof in good condition.
The lenkzﬁo was so great, affecting wells, hy-
drants, and cellars, as to be the subject of con-
stant well-founded complaint, and of serious
pecuniary loss to the company; and the pipes
were laid at so slight inclination, the drainage
was imperfect, an cousa1nently a deposition of
tar had filled, in many places, more than one-
half their bore, rendering it pretty certain that,
the process still going on, & complete obstrue-
tion would ultimately ensue. 1In these circum-
stances, and with the view to the extension of
gas-lights to the Executive square and depart-
ments, and through Pennsylvania avenue to
Georgetown and to the First ward generally,

and an ample supply to the Second, Thi
and Fourth wda—sﬁl:ilzpendent on this m:id;

artery, more particularly as Congress had made
no provision for relaying the avenue witha
larger mma and it was believed none would
ever be the propesition was made and
accepted, that the eom}nny should substitnte
s ten-inch main, carefully laid at their own ex-
pense, along the wholeline of theavenue, around
the departments, and even on to Georgetown,
thereby effecting a saving to the government of
six thousand dol maprn riated for that portion
of the avenue from 15th to 17th streets, and
guarantying o full supply of gas at all times
to government at a rate never exceeding $3 50
: thousand cubic feet ; the company to have

m.ﬂpnnl?e of using the old pipe, not
half of which, after being taken up burnt
out, could he used for relaying clsewhere,

y this arrangement, government has
h,":htb? gn.;h ht for mearly l.h';n m.:'ls since at
. eas by cents p ousand than in-
dividuals; and li. eon;:;,hu lln::!pud

more than ten times the value of th i
taken up. Th'omn:'oﬁﬂiu mlt:.hhm

in advance of the | £

were about to be erected for the accommoda- | P9

the eommittees of the Senate and House, and
ne word more., The ¢ompany i3 enga,

n enterprise of much nitude, and of

n anm: i t‘ibmt‘hga city. Over

4000 | been expended in the

nd yet very much remains to be done,

aud the motives are strong for accommodating

‘the publie as much as possible. Let only the

same degree of liberality be accorded to this as
to other enterprises,

NEW PUBLICATIONS,

IxForuaTiON respecting the History, Condition
and Prospects of the Indian Tribes of the Unite
States. Collected and prepared under the di-
ﬁcum ﬁ{ lsh:helzln.::un‘t il' L.uil.]i“ utf:in. lzy

e 'l . 'md

8. E:{lmln. Captain United States army. Pub’-

lished by authority of Congress. Parts I, I1, 111,

Phihldl.'r]'llli!: Lipincott, Grambo & Co.

The name of Schooleraftis one that every
American child should be taught to reverence,
as that of him who has done most to rescue
from oblivion the facts relating to the abori-

inal tribes of this continent. We recollect

im many years since, exploring the waters of
the upper Missouri and the Yellowstone, at a
time when that amount of temerity was not to
be found in many men. It was long before
our troops had penetrated to those regions, and
when every step of his route lay through a
country bristling with Indian arrows and s
and filled with a people, inimieal to the whites,
and jealous of the least inquiry into their pecu-
liarities, But Mr, Schooleraft seems to bear a
charmed life, or rather he carries in his bosom
that amulet that is certain to preserveits posses-
sor among whatever perils, barring those of ac-
cidenl.-———tEe charm of a fearless heart, actuated
by no impulse save that of kindness. Wherever
he goes, the Indians love him, and he is sure
to bear away from among them some flattering
sobriguet, and the most favorable wishes from
his red friends. Go where he will, whether it
be among Sacs and Foxes, or Sioux, or Win-
nebagos, or the Ogibbeways of the takus or
Menominees, or the noblest and finest .of all
the Indian tribes, the Iroquois or Six Nations,
he is met with an open hand and a hemtr
welcome; and 50 long as the “ Good Medicine'’
chooses to remain, his person is safe from attack
and his property from peril, while every man
among his entertainers 1§ anxions to do most to
propitiate and gratify the guest.

On hi the return is not less grateful
or less confiding. A thorough believer in the
law of kindness, and a Christian of no hypo-
critical stamp, Mr. Schooleraft adds to his love
for aboriginal research considerable knowledge
of a nature to avail him in his intercourse with
the simple natives, Thus, he can set a broken
limb, extract & ball or splinter, bleed at the
arm, and prescribe in cases of slight sickness ;
or he can repair an Indian's gun-lock, solder
up his broken kettle, and feach him to do the
same, and in this way he has established among
the northern Indians a reputation and a noto-
riety that protect him anywhere, and renders
his life as safe on the wild plains of the west
as in the saloons of Washington, so far ag dan-
iler depends upon violence. We have known

r. Schooleraft in former times, and it has
never been a matter of wonder to us, when we
looked upon his benevolent countenance, that
he has so far ingratiated himself with the In-
dians, Honest, kind,'simple, and truthful, he
wins his way to the hearts of those blunt, hardy
men; and, once installed there, he preserves his
place by the exercise of his natural arts of good
will and kindness.

Having thus worked his way into the ver{
heart of hearts of the Indian tribes, Mr. School-
craft proceeded to investigate the subject so
congenial to his nature ; and for nearly a third
of a century he has been employed in these re-
searches, and the amount of knowledge by him
collected has been, of course, immense. In
1847, we think, Congress, in reply to the me-
morials of many citizens, passed an act requir-
ing the Secretary of War to “ eollect and di-
gest such statistics and materials as may illus.
trate the history, Fresent condition, and future

rospects of the Indian tribes of the United

tates, Mr. Schooleraft, as being the man best
fitted for the task of all men in the country, was
selected to perform the labor, and accordingly,
on the 22d of July, 1850, he presented to Con-
ress, through Hon. Luke Lea, Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, the first part of his report.

The volume is a splendid quarto, of some
#ix hundred pages, including an appendix. As
a work issned by Congress for distribution
should be, this is printed with new, beautiful
type, upon heavy, almost Bristol-board paper,
and is filled with engravings, from original de-
signs, by Captain Eastman, of the army, who is
another enthusiast in the pursuit of' aboriginal
lore, and whose long and intimate acquain-
tance with the Indian tribes has enabled him to
use his facile pencil to the greatest advantage.
He paints and sketches with readiness and
skill; his views of Indian dances and customs
are not equalled for grace and fidelity—the
latter a quality inseparable from sueh a work
as this. Captain Eastman also contributes
some articles to the work.

It would be impossible for us here, success-
fully or at all satisfactorily, to review and cen-
sider its benuties, its value, and the extent of
the information embodied within this volume
and the two similar ones that have succeeded
it. We should be appalled at the undertaking;
for such a mass of learning, of statistics,
tables, “facts and figures,” is surprising, when
we reflect that it is the result of the labors of
this gentleman (the editor) almost unaided,
and that the greater part of it has been hereto-
fore collected and collated for the amusement
and instruction of Mr. Schooleraft's own leisure.
Indeed, if he had delayed until now the collec-
tion of much of the material here embodied, it
could not have been oblained. The rapid de-
cadence of the Indian tribes, whose traditions
go out with the wise men of their nations, will
soon leave nus without native historians of the

or red men; and then will be found the value
of Mr. Schoolcraft's collections, made in years
gone by, at his leisure, while he wore the moc-
cagin and smoked the kinnikinik, getting the
while, from wily Crow or subtle M’ohnwk, rave

Mandan or sneaking Bl ck Foot, the tradition-

al 'lore they possessed; thus in after times to

become the only faithful and reliable source
from which to draw our knowledge of the poor
red man.

While, however, we would render all thanks
to Mr. hoolcrnh, for the work which he is
doing, and ]prly that life and health may be
his to complete it, we must not omit a word or
two for Captain Fastman, the artist to whom
we are indebted for the really exquisite illustra-
tions that u!nrrll I.l;e vorlume “be dm :;s. The
engravings, exclusive of maps and plans, are
ofl::o cﬁ:'rmtau- the onnp':nclnding all the
“fac-similes,” and copies of the articles of
archeological interest, such as tomahawks;
beads, knives, arrow-heads, axes, breast-plates,
wampum, &c., which were deemed necessary
to elucidate the text, and the other consisting
of views of Indian life on the prairie, in the
camp, within the wigwam, on the war-path,
hunting, fishing, gathering rice, dressing skins,
&c., the value of which, as they have been
taken from nature and life, is inestimable.
Captain Fastman iz an accomplished painter,
and his views are full of life and life-hikeness.

Though three volumes of this national
work are issued and hefore us, there will pro-
bably be two more, ere it is completed, one of
them within the present year, perhaps both,
When such a volume is issued, we make
a more extended notice of the work than we
now have leisure for, but we cannot leave it
without again imok::g the admiration of
Americans, for the le, self-denying, and

theroughly patriotic character of Henry R.
the historian of the American
Indians.—B Courier, othe

A Memorial, four “l;l:drad fvet long, asking
a scientific committee for the

iuv.ﬂi‘llil:l.g n;\lrhnl manifestations, has Leen

| the Attorney General and President, and to

: S—

The depth of the ocean is the only great diffi
culty lndmh of netie telegraph to
Europe.  Hxpasy i ot hpwios

will work as well in salt water as it will in the
uir; but where the water is one or two miles -
du(r, 4s in the Atlantic ocenn, the difficultyis to
fin lnyofrgmisfm*hugsonm rna,
and yetso thatit will be out of the reach of winds,
and currents, and vessels, which disturb the
surface. Cannot this difficulty be overcome ¥
Caunat & wire bﬂ '_I.I.’ l hwimuu" say
200 or 300 feet below surface of the water?
Is it more difticult to sus o wire in the
water than it is to sus; it in the air, which
is done every day? My plan is this: The wire
should be incased in tarred rope, gu‘l.h-rrd;' a,
or other substance, and so constracted as to its
buoyaney that it will sink jtself to about the
right depth of its own weight, and so also as
not to be very heavy in its sunken condition,
It should be up by buoys, and keld down
by weights, the bnoys and weights to be at-
tached to each other by & perpendicular rod, or
connection of some kind thesg buoys (and
weights) to be of the rigin. istance apart—say
& quarter or half mile, The work ean be done
leisurely, in parts, when the ocean is calm, -the
buoys above water always indicating the pro-
gress. All will admit that if there were no
winds, or waves, or currents, and consequently
the ocean always still, the lan would be sim-
ple, easy, and practicable. ileuue the difficulty
1s narrowed down to this: Can the effect of
the winds, and the waves, and the currents ba
sufficiently guarded against or overcome; or,
in other words, can anything prevent them from
breaking up the chain, or wafting the whole
fubric ont of its line to the north or to the
south? As to this, it may be said that the
great depths of the ocean are believed to be
nearly still, and that in the greatest storms of
wind its surface only to the depth of o few feet
(and comparatively a very small part) is dis-
turbed. The buoys being small and far apart,
the force of the winds and waves upon them
would not be very great, while it would be
something ; but, to overcome this foree, there
would be the weights and the wire imbedded in
the still water some 300 feet Dbelow. But if
anything more should be required, at certain
distances, say three or five miles, n much larger
weight might be suspended and far lower, orin
places where soundings could be had, a firm
anchor could reach the bottom.

The deepsea soundings made by Lieut.
Berryman, (to which Lieut Maury has lately
referred in an interesting report,) establish the
fact that there is a northern line across the
ocean where the water is comparatively shal-
low. It may be said, also, that the currents
and winds would, to a considerable degree,
neutralize each other by their own changes
and variations. The advantages of a suspend-
ed wire over a wire sunk to the bottom, (if the
latter be practicable,) are its easier construc-
tion, (being done in parls,) and when out of
order the easy detection of the place where
the break is, and the easy manuver in which it
could be repaired, If the plan is practicable,
the amount of cost is of little consequence ;
yet it is easy to see that there are perhaps hun-
dreds more expensive works already completed
in this country. These suggestiens, if not val-
uable in themselves, may, it is hoped, lead to
something that may serve 1o further the im-
portant object. N. M.

Industrial Exhibition at New York.

The report of the English commissioners,
nppointed to attend the Exhibition of Industry
iu New York, appears in the London journals.
It is addressed to the Earl of Clarendon, and is
dated December 1st, 1853. The report (which
we briefly noticed in ourissue of Wednesdaylast) .
states that, on the arrival of the commissioners
in New York, in June last, there was so little
probability that the arrangement of the various
contributions would even by the middle of July
be in a sufficiently forward state to allow of
that examination and scrutiny so necessary for
the proper consideration of their merits, that it
was decided, after consideration, that t{:e Vari-
ous localities of the United States in which raw
materials were likely to be most abundant, me-
chanical skill most largely applied, manufac-
turing industry fairl esubﬁxhed, and art and
science most perfectly developed, whether edu-
cationally or practically, should be first visited,
as far as the limited time at the disposal of the
majority of the members of the commission
would allow.

The various departments of art and labor

were dividled among the six commissioners,
who, from their observations in various parts
of the country, and such opportunities as the
exhibition itself offered to them before the time
at which it was necessary for them to return,
prepared elaborate reports. Of these reports,
the most interesting, E:th to Englishmen and
Americans, will probably be that upon agri-
culture, mineralogy, geology, and kindred sub-
jects, from Sir Charles Lyell, and that upon
machinery, the electric telegraph, and the pat-
ent laws, from Mr. Joseph Whitworth,
The only opinion expressed in this report
upon any particular subject is the following
upon the arts of design, which, coming from
Lord Ellesmere, will be read with interest:

“ The exhibition afforded us no sufficient ma-
terials for & judgment of the condition of the
arts of painting and sculpture in the United
States. A gallery of considerable extent, for
the reception of pictures, engrafted on the ori-
ginal design of the building, was still only in
process of construction at the period of our de-
parture; and no specimens of sculpture had yet
reached the main building, which could ?gable
us to certify that such artists ag Messra. Power
and Crawford were following out their already
distinguished career, or meeting with competi-
tors among their eountrymen. We may be al-
lowed, however, to express an opinion, founded
on obseryations too casual and limited to allow
us to particularize individual masters, that the
art of landscape painting bids fair to flourish in
North America. In anewly settled country, as
regards the works of man, the elements of that
which consent denominates the picturesqne,
must necessarily be in a great measure deficient.
The mspect of nature, however, in North
America, has peculiarities of its own, in respect
alike of form, of color, and atmospheric effects,
which can hardly fail to attract genius to their
historial re ntation, and would justify and
reward its highest efforts. We venture to pre-
dict that several of the artists whose pencils
are already employed on the scenery of their
native countr wifl do justice to its ‘claims
upon art, and establish a national school of
hanl.:calie of a high m!;r." oo :

e closing paragraph, evidently e in
the judgment of th%mu_nme enﬂ’hwn:r %ﬁ:lg
man, shows an apprecintion of the causes of
the prosperity of tﬁli.:ucounlrj rare in & man
of his lordship’s rank and nation.

“Intelligent, from the influence of
that early education which is alike afferded to
all, and indeed made almost imperative on
all, either by an enlightened &nblie opinion or
legal enactment; ingenious, industrious, ener-
getic and painstaking, as the producing classes
of 50 busy & community must necessarily be,
where popular education is made subservient
alike to individual intelligence and natural apti-
tude for manufactures; with a ready apprecia-
tion of all really useful inventions and improve-
ments, great original r, and immense ac-
tivity, it will be won{lerfnl indeed if, out of
soch a display of European srt and scien
skill and industry, the people of the Uni
States do not gain in no ordinary degree a
hl:rge amount of “:ﬁmm' hhnlhn:m , and
thus receive s great stimulant to their .
well-established man: systems, nn‘
nluab!'o hints towards the commencement of
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taken to Washipgton by Professor 8 B. Britain.



